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The University r! Dayton News Release 
RELIGION &~D POLITICS, FOCUS 
OF DISTINGUISHED SPEAKERS ADDRESS 
DAYTON, Ohio, March 11, 1981 In 1980, the vatican invoked a 1918 statute 
forbidding priests from non-clerical duties. Thus, Robert F. Drinan, S.J., 
representative of the Boston 4th Congressional District, was advised that elective 
office was not a proper part of the duties of a Catholic priest, and did not s~ek 
re-election to a sixth term in the United States House of Representatives. 
The former congressman will speak at the University of Dayton as part of 
the Distinguished Speakers Series, March 18 at 8 p.m. in the Kennedy Union Ballroom. 
The topic of his public lecture is "Separation of Church and State." Co-sponsors 
of Drinan's presentation are University Activities, UD Student and the American 
Bar Associations. 
Drinan served on the Government Operations Committee, Internal Security 
Committee, the Select Committee on Aging, the Subcommittee on Criminal Justice, 
and the Judiciary Committee, which voted to impeach Richard Nixon. 
His concerns as a representative included: civil rights, the administration of 
justi=e, consumer affairs, the environment, energy and natural resources, and ~he 
housing, health, and long-term care of the aging. 
Ordained in 1953, Drinan was educated as a lawyer, and served as dean of the 
Boston College Law School for 14 years prior to his election to Congress. Drinan's 
banishment from elected office stirred again a nationwide controversy over the 
separation of church and state, although the right of religious to hold public 
office has been affirmed by the United States Supreme Court. 
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John Simon, author of Acid Test and Paradigms Lost: Reflections on 
Literacy and Its Decline, will be the final speaker in the University's 1980-
81 Distinguished Speakers Series. He will speak April 6, and give the keynote 
address at the Writer's Workshop April 7. More information on these events 
will be released at a later date. 
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